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CIMC-2006/3                                                                                                                28 August 2006
IMC Council Policy on 

Public Rulemaking
Preamble

This Rule on Public Rulemaking of the adopted by the IMC Council under the authority of the Law on the Independent Media Commission and Broadcasting. Its purpose is to ensure the transparency, fairness and equity of the process for establishing rules for media in Kosovo.  

Article 1. Definitions

For the purpose of this Rule the following definitions apply:

1. Rules – any binding regulation issued by the IMC applicable to legal and physical persons subject to regulation under the Law on the IMC and Broadcasting.  Violation of IMC Codes are subject to sanction under the authority of the Law on the IMC and Broadcasting.

2. Code – Any set of ethical principles and obligations issued by the IMC applicable to the content of broadcasting. Violation of IMC Codes are subject to sanction under the authority of the Law on the IMC and Broadcasting.
3. Guidelines – any non-binding guideline, explanation or instruction issued by the IMC to clarify the content and application of any IMC Rules or Codes.
Article 2. Circulation of Proposed Rules, Codes and Guidelines 

The IMC shall make all draft proposals for Rules, Guidelines and Codes known to licensees and other media for the purpose of soliciting comment before adoption by the IMC. Draft Rules, Guidelines and Codes shall be published on the IMC website in Albanian, Serbian and English language, and licensees and other media shall be notified of this publication. The IMC may also circulate such draft proposals to other interested parties.

If exceptional urgent circumstances as determined by the IMC Council prevent such prior circulation, the rules or guidelines shall be circulated as soon as possible and comments by media outlets shall where possible be considered in revisions of the Rules, Guidelines and Codes.   

Article 3. Period for Comments
Licensees and other interested parties shall be given reasonable time, generally 14 days, to submit any comments to the draft proposals as specified by a deadline given at the time of their publication. Comments may be submitted in writing or by e-mail or in any other manner that the IMC may prescribe when circulating the draft. The IMC will give due consideration to comments received.

Article 4. Public Hearings

IMC may as an alternative or a supplement to the circulation of draft proposals organize public hearings for licensees and other interested parties to discuss the proposals. Practical possibilities for the maximum number of licensees and other interested parties to participate in such hearings for geographical and other reasons shall be taken into account when organizing the hearings.

Article 5. Entry into Force

This Rule shall be applied as of 29 August 2006
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